
Discover the Geomagnetic North Pole

WEST GREENLAND

& the Annular Eclipse

This Year Travel with the Planetary Society

June 3-13, 2021
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   This is an extraordinary, rare opportunity to see an Annular 

Eclipse, June 10, 2021, pass over NW Greenland, half way 

between the Arctic Circle and the North Pole and near the 

Geomagnetic North Pole. Fly from Iceland to explore Nuuk, 

the capital of Greenland, and the Ilulissat Icefjord World 

Heritage site at Disco Bay, reknown for its breathtaking 

beauty and miles of icebergs. Meet the sled dogs and puppies 

in Ilulissat. Stay in hotels in Nuuk and Ilulissat, with guest 

house accommodations in the Inuit town of Qaanaaq  at 77 

1/2 degrees North, site of the Geomagnetic North Pole 

Observatory. West Greenland is one of the most beautiful 

and unforgettable places on earth. It is breathtaking and 

extraordinary, with a unique cultural heritage all its own.

   This is quite literally a one-time opportunity to visit one of 

the most remote places on earth. We hope you will join us! 
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Settlement). The exhibits at the National Museum of Greenland cover 

this 4,500 years of Greenland’s cultural heritage. 

  Late in the day, we'll fly Nuuk to Ilulissat, an intriguing community of 

4,500 people, and 3,500 sled dogs, which is found mid-way up the 

west coast of Greenland, situated on Disco Bay, where the 

extraordinary Ilulissat Glacier is found. This is the fastest moving 

glacier in the world, and advances about 40 m every day from the 

immense ice sheet which covers Greenland, leaving spectacular 

icebergs adrift as they enter Disco Bay. 

  Transfer to the Hotel Icefjord (2 nights), overlooking the sea and 

icebergs of Disco Bay, with extraordinary views. Evening walk to 

overlook the stunning icebergs of this spectacular World Heritage 

Site. B,L,D

Day 6 Ilulissat & Disco Bay

  We will have a walking tour this morning to discover both the 

historic and modern sides of this charming town, founded in 1741 

as Jakobshaven. See the brightly painted traditional homes, old 

wooden church, and the birthplace of renowned Arctic explorer 

Knud Rasmussen who made epic journeys from Greenland across 

Arctic Canada and Alaska to Russia, to explore the heritage of the 

Inuit. We’ll walk around the edge of town to see the hundreds of 

sled dogs and their puppies. 

  This afternoon we will have an easy walk on the trails to the 

Ilulissat Icefjord UNESCO World Heritage Site. You will have free 

time to continue exploring this stunning area. B,L,D

Day 7  Disco Bay – Qaanaaq

  This morning, we’ll have a 

boat trip onto Disco Bay. We 

will navigate our way through 

striking icebergs and look for 

humpback whales as we cross 

the mouth of the Ilulissat 

Icefjord. 

  At midday, we'll fly to 

Qaanaaq, a village of just over 

600 people, at  77 1/2 degrees 

North, half way between the 

Arctic Circle and the North 

Pole. Here the hardy Inuit 

people have learned to exist 

in this ruggedly beautiful 

Day 1/2 Depart USA for Reykjavik, Iceland

Depart Newark or other IcelandAir gateway cities for 

Reykjavik, Iceland, arriving around 6:30 am on Day 2. 

Transfer to the nearby Viking Museum for a welcome 

breakfast and chance to see a traditional Viking boat that 

sailed to the New World. Have a brief Reykjavik 

orientation, then check in at our hotel, right in the heart 

of town. Have time for rest and leisure to meander the 

streets and get acquainted with this vibrant community. 

Leifur Eirikssen Hotel. B

Day 3 Iceland & Flight to Nuuk

Enjoy a Reykjavik city tour this morning and learn about 

Iceland’s proud heritage. It is the world’s oldest democracy and 

its wildlife and natural wonders are truly magical. Transfer to the 

airport for our late afternoon flight to Nuuk, the capital of 

Greenland. It is situated in the southwest of the country where 

Vikings lived in the Western Settlement. Transfer to our Hotel (2 

nights). Enjoy dinner and welcome to Greenland. B,D

Day 4 Nuuk – Greenland Cultural Heritage

This morning, we will go for a stroll around the old quarters of 

town, Colony Harbour. As we walk past historical houses, we 

will introduce you to the history of Nuuk. The National Museum 

is also on the waterfront, with exhibitions of everyday life of 

Greenlanders, archaeological finds from thousands of years ago, 

the mysterious Viking culture, and the world famous mummies 

from Qilakitsoq that were preserved by the cold, dry Arctic 

climate. Our visit will include storytelling of Greenlandic myths. 

Our tour ends with a lunch at the culture center Katuaq with 

Greenlandic tapas, a fusion of Greenlandic and modern cuisine.

Afternoon boat trip on Nuuk Fjord to look for waterfalls, eagles, 

and maybe even whales. Our crew will troll for fish, and we will 

enjoy our fresh catch for dinner. B,L,D

Day 5 Nuuk & Ilulissat Icefjord World Heritage Site

  This morning, we will learn more about the heritage of the west 

coast of Greenland, from Nuuk to Ilulissat and the Thule/Qaanaaq 

area in the far North. The Paleo-Inuit cultures arrived around 

2,400 BC, and died out about 1 AD. The Norse arrived in the 980s 

and settled in the Nuuk area and southern tip of Greenland (Eastern 

Itinerary

 2021 gives you the chance to see an Eclipse at 77 1/2 

degrees North (just 870 miles from the North Pole!) and 

over Antarctica – as close as a ship can get to the South 

Pole – in the same year!

 We’ll see the Antarctic Total Solar Eclipse at 

approximately 60 - 62 degrees South Latitude. We have 

good prospects of seeing both Eclipses, but weather 

can obscure any Eclipse. 

NORTH & SOUTH POLE 
ECLIPSES IN THE SAME YEAR

Sled dogs in Ilulissat

Ilulissat & Disco Bay



       Reservations #1617

Yes! I/we want to join the West Greenland and Annular 

Eclipse Expedition, June 3-13, 2021 offered by The 

Planetary Society and Betchart Expeditions Inc. Please 

reserve ______ space(s). As a deposit, I/we enclose a deposit check 

for $________ ($1,000 pp). I/we would also like to join the Iceland 

Post-Trip and enclose a deposit of $_____ ($500 pp) payable to 

Betchart Expeditions Inc. Trust Account.

Name(s)  __________________________________  Age ____  Sex ____

 __________________________________  Age ____  Sex ____

Address  ___________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State____  Zip_______

Phone: H (_____) _________________ C (_____) ____________________

Email address: _______________________________________________

Membership:  Planetary Society   AAAS   Sigma Xi   ACS

Accommodations Preference:___ Twin ___ Single  

 Twin Share: ___ with a friend or ___ assign a roommate

Signature:  __________________________________  Date:  ___________

Signature:  __________________________________  Date:  ___________

Please Mail To:   West Greenland Annular Eclipse 2021

Betchart Expeditions Inc.

17050 Montebello Road

Cupertino, CA 95014-5345

Blue is 
movement of 
Geomagnetic 

North Pole

Red is 
movement 
of Magnetic 
North Pole

GEOMAGNETIC NORTH POLE

   The geographic North Pole is 90 degrees above the Equator or at the top 

of the world. The Magnetic North Pole is the point on the Earth's surface 

where a compass will point directly up. It doesn't intersect with the metallic 

core of the earth. The Geomagnetic poles are formed as if a powerful 

magnet is at the center of the Earth. The Earth's core is molten and moves 

slightly all the time so this causes the movement of the Geomagnetic North 

and South Poles. Magnetic lines from these poles are critical to life on Earth 

since they protect the Earth from harmful rays of the Sun. 

environment. We will stay in simple Guest Houses (1 night) and 

learn about the unique culture and everyday life of Greenlanders 

in this remote northern community. We will have a lecture on 

the Annular Eclipse and enjoy dinner and a festive cultural 

evening with the local choir and drum dancers. B,L,D

Day 8  Annular Eclipse – Geomagnetic North Pole 

Observatory – Dog sledding – Fly to Ilulissat

  Today we will view the Annular Eclipse with the local 

community, delighting in the play of light and shadow as the 

moon occludes the sun, leaving only a thin Ring of Fire around 

the perimeter of the Midnight Sun! We will then visit the 

Geomagnetic Observatory, which connects different monitoring 

stations of the Earth's magnetic field. We will continue with a 

dogsled adventure to look for seals on the sea ice in Inglefield 

Fjord (conditions permitting) where locals still ice-fish and set 

up hunting camps in search of Narwhal. Evening flight to 

Ilulissat. Hotel (1 night.) Enjoy the Midnight Sun overlooking 

Disco Bay. B,L,D

Day 9  Ilulissat to Nuuk

  You’ll have this morning at leisure and then have an afternoon 

flight from Ilulissat to Nuuk. Transfer to our Hotel and festive 

evening dinner in celebration of our journey. B,L,D

Day 10  Nuuk to Reykjavik

  Today, we’ll have a morning flight from Nuuk to Reykjavik 

arriving about 3 pm. Overnight in the vibrant capital of Iceland. 

Enjoy a walk on the 

pedestrianized main street 

of the city, and the bookstores, 

sweater shops, cafes, and 

more! Leifur Eiriksson Hotel 

(1 night). B

Day 11  Nuuk to Iceland 

to Home

  Transfer to the airport for 

flights home. B

OR stay on in Reykjavik 

and join our Wild Iceland 

Expedition June 13-22, 

2021!

The Geographic North Pole



Expedition Fee: $6,995 per person twin share for 11 days (plus air fare 

from Reykjavik to Nuuk, Greenland, including in-tour charter flights on 

the west coast of Greenland approx. $4,500, round trip).Air fare home to 

Reykjavik additional.

Singles: Should you desire single accommodations in Reykjavik, Nuuk, 

and Ilulissat, the single supplement is $1,200. If you do not have a 

roommate and we cannot assign one, you must pay the single 

supplement. All passengers are twin share in guest house 

accommodations in Qaanaaq with share facilities.

What to Expect: This expedition is for the travel enthusiast who would 

enjoy exploring the extraordinary landscapes of West Greenland, from 

stunning mountains to immense glaciers, and seeing the Annular Solar 

Eclipse half way between the Arctic Circle and the North Pole. Fly from 

Iceland to Nuuk, to explore the capital of Greenland. Then follow the 

west coast to Ilulissat, situated by the Ilulissat Icefjord  World Heritage Site 

and Disco Bay. See immense icebergs adrift on Disco Bay and explore the 

town, home to 3,500 sled dogs and puppies. Fly to 77 1/2 degrees North 

to Qaanaaq, one of the northern-most communities in the world and site 

of the Geomagnetic North Pole Observatory. Take sled dog teams onto 

the pack ice, and enjoy cultural events with our Inuit hosts. The 

expedition will be a tremendous experience for travelers with an 

appetite for adventure and discovery. There should be reasonable 

prospects of seeing the Eclipse; however it could be obscured by clouds 

and fog. (No smoking in vehicles, during lectures, or meals, please.)

Expedition Fee includes: Group transfers; land transport by vans or 

motorcoach; 2 nights in Reykjavik, 6 nights accommodations in West 

Costs & Conditions

Greenland in first class hotels; 1 night in 

Qaanaaq guest houses; welcome social; 

B in Reykjavik Day 2 ; meals from D on 

Day 3 through B on Day 11; sled dog or 

snowmobile trip onto the pack ice 

(conditions permitting); a festive cultural 

dinner; leadership, administration.

Expedition Fee does not include: Air fare Reykjavik to West 

Greenland, incuding in-tour charter flights (quoted separately), air fare 

home to Reykjavik, RT; independent transfers; optional activities; 

some meals in Reykjavik; personal items such as passport; alcoholic 

beverages, laundry, phone calls, beverages at meals; bottled water; 

soda, snacks, or personal insurance.

Air Fare & Airline Ticketing: Please make flight arrangements 

directly with the airlines to arrive Reykjavik by 6:30 am June 4, 2021 

and to return home late afternoon on June 13, 2021. Group flights 

Reykjavik to West Greenland, with return to Reykjavik on June 12 will 

be ticketed by Betchart. To see these extraordinary remote locations 

we are covering long distances by air with limited schedule choices. Air 

flights and fares are subject to reconfirmation in advance of ticketing. 

Cancellations & Refunds: The initial deposit for this expedition is 

refundable up to 90 days before departure less a handling fee of $250 

per person. There will be no refund for any cancellation after the 

90-day period unless your place can be resold, then only the handling 

fee of $250 is withheld. There are no refunds for unused meals, 

accommodations, or other expedition features. 

Trip cancellation insurance is recommended.

Coronavirus: All passengers must adhere to 

special coronavirus protocols in effect in June 2021. 

If you come down with any symptoms of COVID-19, 

you must follow official guidelines. You may be 

required to return home (with no refunds). Any 

added expenses must be borne by you.

AlaskaAuroraBorealis
March 11-17, 2021 & March 10-16, 2022

Come discover the great beauty of Alaska in winter, 

and see the greatest light show on earth!Take the train 

from Talkeetna to Fairbanks, passing lofty 20,310 foot 

Denali (Mt. McKinley) en route. See the Ice Festival in 

Fairbanks. Watch a local sled dog team, and see the Aurora 

Borealis dance across the night sky. $2,995 + air

For a detailed brochure, please call (800) 252-4910 

or email betchartterri@gmail.com

All prices are per person twin share + air

Responsibility: Betchart Expeditions Inc. and The Planetary Society act only as agents for the passenger 

with respect to trans portation and hotels and exercise every care possible. We can assume no liability for 

injury, damage, delay, loss, accident, or irregu larity in con nection with the services of any airplane, ship, 

motorcoach, or any other convey ance used in carrying out the arrangements of the tour. We cannot accept 

any responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sick-

ness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, acts of God, terrorism, or other causes beyond our control. All such 

losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, as tour rates provide for arrangements only for 

the time stated. We reserve the right to substitute another leader of similar expertise or to cancel any tour 

prior to departure in which case the entire payment will be refunded with no further obligation on our 

part. The right is also reserved to decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour. No refund 

will be made for the unused portion of any tour unless arrange ments are made in sufficient time to avoid 

penalties. The price of the program is based on current tariffs and rates, and is subject to change. Any 

tariff, exchange rate, or fuel increases will be passed on to participants. Baggage is carried at the owner's 

risk entirely. It is understood that the air ticket when issued shall constitute the sole contract between the 

passenger and the airline concerned. The airlines concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, 

omission, or event during the time passengers are not on board their plane or conveyance.

©2020 Betchart Expeditions Inc. All rights reserved.

Photos courtesy of Wikipedia Commons. CST# 2036304-40
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